Description of the four flagships from the 4EU+ website
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Health and demographic change in an urban environment
Changing urban environments and demographic development have a direct impact on the health of our citizens. To take on the interconnected issues of an ageing population, increasing urban density and environmental impacts on healthcare demands, this flagship focuses on the development of new multidisciplinary approaches to research techniques, teaching and learning methods regarding this pressing societal topic. 


Coordinated by Charles University, this flagship focuses on health and well-being of its citizens, prolonging their active and productive life as it is reflected in the priorities of the European Union as well as in the global Sustainable Development Goals (especially #3 and #11) portrayed by the UN. The flagship is based on the premise that public health has no borders and requires joining forces across universities and disciplines. Urban environments are of central concern here because they are the places where environmental impacts are strongest, population density is highest, but also research and knowledge transfer are concentrated. To provide healthy urban environments for many citizens, medical, environmental and social scientists are united under the flagship in order to come up with ideas and outputs to maximise societal impact.

Combining project-based education and research 
Education and research are closely linked within the flagship and innovative student-centred teaching methods are promoted. Core curricula with flexible modules are to be introduced and attention will also be paid to the mobility of students and staff, be it in physical or virtual form.

Flagships play an essential role in meeting the objectives of the Erasmus+ project. The aim of the project is to develop 4EU+ Flagship degree programme that will be unique in its innovative approaches to education. Towards common learning pathways in 2022, all the projects in Flagship 1 will support innovative pedagogies, transversal competencies and different ways of meaningful mobility. However, in Flagship 1 there are also different initiatives and activities involved. In terms of the Erasmus+ project, Flagship 1 focuses on two strategic initiatives that are in accordance with the missions declared for Horizon Europe: cancer studies and smart cities. In addition, dozens of other projects are being carried out in Flagship 1 to meet the stated goals. 

Flagship 2
Europe in a changing world: Understanding and engaging societies, economies, cultures and languages
Flagship 2 brings together scholars from various disciplines in the field of the Humanities, with the aim of providing a comprehensive understanding of the concept of Europeanness”. This umbrella term is used to cover both institutional and grassroots perspectives as well as collective and individual facets of living in Europe and being European. Deriving from this definition, Flagship 2 covers two general lines: 

1. The governance/regulatory aspects of Europeanness (e.g., politics, economics, law), and 
2. The multitude of factors that contribute to European self-identification (e.g. Social Sciences/Psychology, Linguistics, Cultural Studies).

The questions to be considered are: How can Europeanness in this double sense be characterized at present? What are the roots of Europeanness and how were they established? What predictions can be made about its future development, given the rapidly changing world we are living in? The combination of different perspectives and the use of different methodologies, all inherently linked to the disciplines represented in the Flagship, enables a scientifically solid and holistic understanding of Europe as a non-physical entity. Europe is an inherently complex human-made construct that has an undeniable integrative potential. A better understanding and communication of European commonalities and diversities will help overcome ever re-surfacing sources of conflicts inside Europe, as well as between Europe and the world.

Flagship 2 activities are organized in and around several already existing networks that have specific topics and agendas, with new initiatives encouraged and expected during the 4EU+ activities. The networks provide the basis for educational programs set up to disseminate expert knowledge and state-of-the-art methods in the Humanities.

Alphabetical list of current networks: 
· Cooperative Network Philotrans: Applied Linguistics and Translation Studies 
· Eastern Europe in Intercontextual Frameworks 
· Europe-Egypt Network 
· EU Business Law 
· EU Family Law 
· Europa Universalis: Societies, Civilisations and European Identities from Antiquity to the 21st Century
· Europe as a Discourse Community 
· European Pluralities 
· European Urban Group
· Europe-Asia Network
· From Diversities to Unity Network 
· Gender Studies Network
· International Politics, Law and Economics Group 
· Migrations and Human Rights
· Multilingualism Network 
· Preferential Trade Agreements Group 
· Violence and Harassment Studies Network

One of the common denominators among Flagship 2 partners is to foster high-quality research-based education. It aims to provide students with the essential transversal skills defined by the 4EU+ Alliance (multilingualism, data literacy, critical thinking, entrepreneurship, and social engagement), as well as discipline-specific skills needed to advance research in the Humanities with respect to the study of “Europeanness” in all its different aspects. What unites us is the confidence that only a positive, integrative approach towards education and research will guarantee that the inherent European diversity is maintained while rejecting a construal of uniformity. This is our understanding of the role of the European University.

While “Europeanness” is a general theme for Flagship 2, “European citizenship” and “multilingualism” have been identified by the 4EU+ Alliance to provide Flagship 2 with a unique profile.

European citizenship is understood as both a legal and philosophical term, referring to a “Weltanschauung”. Respective research questions and educational programs place the focus on the tension between the rights that European citizens are benefitting from and the burden of responsibilities regarding the union and the community. At the same time, the goal is to understand what is the sense of belonging and other collective ideas (e.g., ‘collective memories’) in Europe and how this can be objectively identified by using innovative methods (e.g. Big Data).

Multilingualism, at a very general level, concerns the ability of Europeans to express and communicate their ideas, beliefs, and convictions with one another. More specifically, this is a phenomenon concerning both the individual and societal level. Many individuals acquire and speak multiple languages while speakers of different languages live side-by-side in one society. At the level of individuals, the most important research questions concern how multiple languages are acquired, and how a second/third language is taught best. At the level of the society, research questions concern the prestige of one or more specific languages over one or more others as well as similarities and differences in discourse and communication patterns in and across the European languages.

The great potential of the educational and research activities Flagship 2 has to offer lies in the multi-facetted approach, which not only encompasses distinctive combinations of disciplines and methodologies, but also the specific traditions and perspectives immanent to each of the six European universities – here united as equal partners in the 4EU+ Alliance.

Flagship 3
Transforming science and society: Advancing information, computation and communication
The proposed flagship is a novel combination of approaches to attack questions about big data and computational sciences. Researchers from the network bring expertise and tools developed in their independent research programs to bear on this problem. We have formed a unique interdisciplinary team of researchers from our network with the computational expertise. 

This Flagship will boost research, innovation and teaching by identifying and overcoming current major bottlenecks; by developing of novel methodologies of model-based data science as a cross-discipline between different fields; and by incorporating this competence into the diverse curricula to be prepared for the data-driven 21st century. It brings together researchers dealing with storage and handling of big data sets, informatics methods to tackle big data sets, and computational methods to interpret the data such as AI/machine learning. 

Focus on academic programmes 

The Flagship will also cover academic programmes that offer specializations for different fields such as humanities, social sciences, bioinformatics/life sciences, natural sciences to enable sufficient competencies of handling domain-specific research questions.

The Flagship will apply:
· A core curriculum in computational tools with special focus on big data management and modern analysis techniques like machine learning and AI. 
· Specialisations for different fields such as humanities, social sciences, bioinformatics/life sciences, natural sciences complement the study to enable sufficient competences of handling domain-specific research questions. 
· Distant learning concepts, embedding students in multi-university research projects and 
· Student organized conferences and summer schools will confront students with real-world problems 
· Foster staff exchange between the university partners
Flagship 4
Biodiversity and sustainable development
An ever-increasing demand on resources and serious disruptions from climate change are topics that must be efficiently addressed by contemporary science, and which must be based on deep understanding of the underlying processes and principles. Adequate education of future specialists in the field of natural sciences must be based on high-quality research, while long-term maintenance of the research community cannot exist without top quality education of new generations of researchers. 

This Flagship is dedicated to both education and research that will ensure high quality research to find solutions to our sustainable development needs. The Flagship 4 includes specific strengths in various areas of life, earth, chemical and environmental sciences. The strength of the cooperation extends beyond the limits of our departments and faculties in all our diversity, which may combined into synergy and complementarity, bringing new approaches with wider horizon and novel, high quality results.

The Flagship 4 will pursue the following topics:
· Research in the biology of organisms, ecology, biodiversity, and environmental protection, thus providing a sound basis for multidisciplinary research
· Construct an inspiring, multidisciplinary environment for students, with shared expertise in: academics, teaching-through-research, resources and infrastructures, including well-tailored exchange semesters, summer schools, short intense joint courses
· Contribute to the environmental education of society, in Europe and across the globe, including suggestions and solutions that would address complex relationships of society, economy and the environment and the communication of these solutions to a diverse audience



